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preempts a state law which deems it a 
criminal offense to charge interest at a 
rate in excess of that specified in the 
state law. 

(b) In the Office’s view, section 501 
preempts all state laws which expressly 
limit the rate or amount of interest 
chargeable on a federally-related resi-
dential first mortgage. It does not mat-
ter whether the statute in question im-
poses criminal or civil sanctions; sec-
tion 501, by its terms, preempts ‘‘any’’ 
state law which imposes a ceiling on 
interest rates. The wording of the fed-
eral statute clearly expresses an intent 
to displace all direct state law re-
straints on interest. Any state law that 
conflicts with this Congressional pur-
pose must yield. 
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§ 591.1 Authority, purpose, and scope. 
(a) Authority. This part contains reg-

ulations issued under section 5 of the 
Home Owners’ Loan Act of 1933, as 
amended, and under section 341 of the 
Garn-St Germain Depository Institu-
tions Act of 1982, Pub. L. 97–320, 96 
Stat. 1469, 1505–1507. 

(b) Purpose and scope. The purpose of 
this permanent preemption of state 
prohibitions on the exercise of due-on- 
sale clauses by all lenders, whether 
federally- or state-chartered, is to reaf-
firm the authority of Federal savings 
associations to enforce due-on-sale 
clauses, and to confer on other lenders 
generally comparable authority with 
respect to the exercise of such clauses. 
This part applies to all real property 
loans, and all lenders making such 
loans, as those terms are defined in 
§ 591.2 of this part. 

§ 591.2 Definitions. 
For the purposes of this part, the fol-

lowing definitions apply: 
(a) Assumed includes transfers of real 

property subject to a real property 
loan by assumptions, installment land 
sales contracts, wraparound loans, con-
tracts for deed, transfers subject to the 
mortgage or similar lien, and other 
like transfers.‘‘Completed credit appli-
cation’’ has the same meaning as com-
pleted application for credit as pro-
vided in § 202.2(f) of this title. 

(b) Due-on-sale clause means a con-
tract provision which authorizes the 
lender, at its option, to declare imme-
diately due and payable sums secured 
by the lender’s security instrument 
upon a sale of transfer of all or any 
part of the real property securing the 
loan without the lender’s prior written 
consent. For purposes of this defini-
tion, a sale or transfer means the con-
veyance of real property of any right, 
title or interest therein, whether legal 
or equitable, whether voluntary or in-
voluntary, by outright sale, deed, in-
stallment sale contract, land contract, 
contract for deed, leasehold interest 
with a term greater than three years, 
lease-option contract or any other 
method of conveyance of real property 
interests. 

(c) Federal savings association has the 
same meaning as provided in § 541.11 of 
this chapter. 

(d) Federal credit union means a credit 
union chartered under the Federal 
Credit Union Act. 

(e) Home has the same meaning as 
provided in § 541.14 of this chapter. 

(f) Savings association has the same 
meaning as provided in § 561.43 of this 
chapter. 

(g) Lender means a person or govern-
ment agency making a real property 
loan, including without limitation, in-
dividuals, Federal savings associations, 
state-chartered savings associations, 
national banks, state-chartered banks 
and state-chartered mutual savings 
banks, Federal credit unions, state- 
chartered credit unions, mortgage 
banks, insurance companies and fi-
nance companies which make real 
property loans, manufactured-home re-
tailers who extend credit, agencies of 
the Federal government, any lender ap-
proved by the Secretary of Housing and 
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